Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day
December 25, 2017
10:00 am

+ The Liturgy of the Word +
(Responses of the people are written in bold font through the bulletin)

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Angels From the Realms of Glory

SONG OF PRAISE: HYMNAL 93
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and
to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus
Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.
THE READING

ISAIAH 62: 6-12

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night they shall never be silent.
You who remind the Lord, take no rest,
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have laboured;
but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord,
and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.’
They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord’;
and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Joy to the World

PSALM 98: HYMNAL 100
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THE EPISTLE

TITUS 3: 4-7

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any
works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL (please rise in body or spirit)

LUKE 2: 8-20

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

Pastor Dana Runestad
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing

CAROL: HYMNAL 87
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (please rise in body or spirit)
On Christmas, Christians the world over celebrate Jesus’ birth. Open our hearts that he may be born
in us today. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who have no
home and all who live in poverty. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, Mary in the pain of labor brought your Son to birth. Hold in your hand all who are in
pain or distress. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all who suffer in
the sadness of our world. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the gospel of
Christ's redemption. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, the angels sang 'Peace to God's people on earth'. Strengthen those who work for peace
and justice in all the world. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. Bless our
homes and all whom we love. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Bring comfort to all who
have experienced grief and loss, in the hope of heaven. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
On Christmas, angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. Receive the worship we offer
in fellowship with the Blessed Mary and all the saints. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
THE PEACE
The peace of the newborn Savior be always with you.
And also with you.
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+ The Liturgy of the Table +
THE OFFERTORY

BCP PAGE 361

All loose offerings will support the mission outreach ministries of St. John’s including the Food Pantry and
Crossroads Soup Kitchen. Give generously!
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

BCP PAGE 361

Eucharistic Prayer A
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ your only Son to be born for
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin
Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to
become your children.
Therefore we praise you joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and Gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to this table, you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time.
You who have much faith, and you who would like to have more.
You who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed.
Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.
All who hunger for God are welcomed to the Lord’s supper. Please remain seated until an usher invites your row
forward.
To receive the bread please put your hands together palms up in front of you. Then either eat the bread and drink
directly from the cup of wine, or allow the server with the wine to dip the bread in the wine and place it in your
mouth. Gluten-free wafers are available in a separate bowl. Please point to them if this is your preference.
If you are unable to come forward and wish to have Communion brought to you, please inform an usher.
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER (please rise in body or spirit)
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
CHRISTMAS BLESSING
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Good Christian Friends Rejoice

CLOSING CAROL: HYMNAL 107

THE DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest. Let us go forth in the name of the new-born Christ.
Thanks be to God. Glory to God in the Highest!
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