A Service of Readings, Prayers and
Holy Communion for New Year’s Eve

+ The Liturgy of the Word +
(Responses of the people are written in bold font through the bulletin)

GREETING (please rise in body or spirit)
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A READING

2 CORINTHIANS 4: 5-6

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your servants, for Jesus’ sake. For the same God who said, ‘Out of
darkness let light shine’, has caused his light to shine within us, to give the light
of revelation – the revelation of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in
our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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READINGS AND PRAYERS FOR THE NEW YEAR
THE HEBREW YEAR
EXODUS 23: 9-16, 20-21
PSALM 111

BCP PG. 754

Let us pray.
Silence
O God our Creator, you have divided our life into days and seasons, and called
us to acknowledge your providence year after year: Accept your people who
come to offer their praises, and, in your mercy, receive their prayers; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE PROMISED LAND
DEUTERONOMY 11: 8-12, 26-28
PSALM 36: 5-10

BCP PG. 632

Let us pray.
Silence
Almighty God, the source of all life, giver of all blessings, and savior of all who
turn to you: Have mercy upon this nation; deliver us from falsehood, malice, and
disobedience; turn our feet into your paths; and grant that we may serve you in
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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A SEASON FOR ALL THINGS
ECCLESIASTES 3: 1-15
PSALM 90

BCP PG. 717

Let us pray.
Silence
In your wisdom, O Lord our God, you have made all things, and have allotted to
each of us the days of our life: Grant that we may live in your presence, be
guided by your Holy Spirit, and offer all our works to your honor and glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR
ECCLESIASTES 12: 1-8
PSALM 130

BCP PG. 784

Let us pray.
Silence
Immortal Lord God, you inhabit eternity, and have brought us your unworthy
servants to the close of another year: Pardon, we entreat you, our transgressions
of the past, and graciously abide with us all the days of our life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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MARKING THE TIMES, AND WINTER
ECCLESIASTICUS 43: 1-22
PSALM 74: 11-22
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Let us pray.
Silence
Almighty Father, you give the sun for a light by day, and the moon and the stars
by night: Graciously receive us, this night and always, into your favor and
protection, defending us from all harm and governing us with your Holy Spirit,
that every shadow of ignorance, every failure of faith or weakness of heart, every
evil or wrong desire may be removed far from us; so that we, being justified in
our Lord Jesus Christ, may be sanctified by your Spirit, and glorified by your
infinite mercies in the day of the glorious appearing of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
THE ACCEPTABLE TIMES
2 CORINTHIANS 5: 17 – 6:2
PSALM 63: 1-8
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Let us pray.
Silence
Most gracious and merciful God, you have reconciled us to yourself through
Jesus Christ your Son, and called us to new life in him: Grant that we, who begin
this year in his Name, may complete it to his honor and glory; who lives and
reigns now and for ever.
Amen.
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WHILE IT IS CALLED TODAY
HEBREWS 3: 1-15 (16 – 4: 13)
PSALM 95

BCP PG. 724

Let us pray.
Silence
O God, through your Son you have taught us to be watchful and to await the
sudden day of judgement: Strengthen us against Satan and his forces of
wickedness, the evil powers of this world, and the sinful desires within us; and
grant that, having served you all the days of our life, we may finally come to the
dwelling place your Son has prepared for us; who lives and reigns for ever and
ever.
Amen.
NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH
REVELATION 21: 1-14, 22-24
CANTICLE 19

BCP PG. 94

Let us pray.
Silence
Almighty and merciful God, through your well beloved Son Jesus Christ, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, you have willed to make all things new: Grant
that we may be renewed by your Holy Spirit, and may come at last to that
heavenly country where your people hunger and thirst no more, and the tears
are wiped away from every eye; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE PEACE
The peace of the newborn Savior be always with you.
And also with you.
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+ The Liturgy of the Table +
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

BCP PAGE 369

Eucharistic Prayer C
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island
home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son,
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and
peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
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Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your son
Jesus Christ our Lord.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
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Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and
Jacob and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and
not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,
and worship, from generation to generation.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger for God are welcomed to the Lord’s supper. To receive the bread please put
your hands together palms up in front of you. Then either eat the bread and drink directly
from the cup of wine, or allow the server with the wine to dip the bread in the wine and
place it in your mouth. Gluten-free wafers are available in a separate bowl. Please point to
them if this is your preference.
If you are unable to come forward and wish to have Communion brought to you, please
inform the pastor.
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER (please rise in body or spirit)
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING
God is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. May God grant you
grace and peace at the dawn of this new year.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
574 S. Sheldon Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
734.453.0190
Visit our website at www.stjohnsplymouth.org
(Sign up for weekly Journey Notes online on the home page)

“Like” us on Facebook
St. John’s Episcopal Church Plymouth MI
Worship Service Times: Sundays 8am & 10am
Midweek Worship Service: Wednesdays 11:00am
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